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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1412

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1413

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1414

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1415
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Clergy Moving Day – June 17,2014
As Palm Sunday approaches, Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. 
reflects on his reaction to being committed to the appointive pro-
cess. It is his prayer that the pastors and congregations will ben-
efit from his reflection as they prayerfully receive the news of their 
appointments.   <<See Bishop’s Journal, page 3 for story>>

The mission of the 
Mississippi Annual 
Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the 
world.

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1418.

Advertise 
in The 
Circuit 
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Edition!
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Apprenticeship is a Core Value for us in the Mississippi Conference. An apprentice is a person who is learning a craft 
or a trade from a master. An apprentice learns through immersion in the life, story and work of the master. The lan-
guage of apprenticeship is simply a new way of talking about the age-old mission of the church to make and to become 
disciples, that is, students of Jesus Christ. In each edition of The Circuit Rider during 2014, the Board of Discipleship 
will be offering a segment called “How I Became of Disciple” as a means of living out our Core Values. We hope you 
enjoy learning from your brothers and sisters who are telling of their journey in discipleship as we all seek to apprentice 
ourselves to our Master.

Rev. Chris McAlilly, 
Chair of the Mississippi Conference Board of Discipleship

April 2, 2014
I always knew God existed. I always knew that God had a purpose for me. I just did not know what that purpose was. Growing up in 
a Christian household I questioned my place in this world. My parents did not attend church regularly, but my brothers and I did. My 
parents made sure that we knew that God was an important part of our life, even though we were not active participants in worship 
services.

It was during one of those revival times that I encountered God. My best friend, David had attended revival at our local Baptist church 
and had personally encountered God during the service. The next morning on the school bus, I could tell that something was different 
about David but could not put my finger on what it was. I just knew that I wanted that difference for myself. David told me what had hap-
pened during the service and encouraged me to go that night. So, I went and I encountered a risen Savior. I felt the pull of God calling 
me to the front and asking me to give him my heart and I answered his call.

It wasn’t until many years later that I finally understood God’s intention for me. For years I knew I was saved. I still questioned things 
about my life and my place, but no one was willing to answer those questions. After years of seeking the answers to my questions I 
finally found them in the form of several kind, caring, knowledgeable and committed United Methodist leaders who were willing to listen 
to my questions and give me the answers that I was seeking. Through these witnesses my faith grew. Through this growth, I continued 

to seek God’s wisdom and direction for my life and that of my family. 

Throughout the years I came to trust in the God that I had given my heart and soul to so many years before. I learned 
to listen to God’s direction and understand that God would always be with me. God led me from being a pew sitter to a 
church leader. God’s direction provided me a path from church leader to Sunday school teacher and youth leader. By 
answering God’s call I even became a pastor. It was all because I listened.

Bro. Larry Sappington
Pastor of Iuka North Charge, New Albany District

John 11:1-45
New International Version (NIV)
1 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother 
Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word 
to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”

4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified 
through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was 
two more days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”

8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going back?”

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this 
world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.”

11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.”

12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he 
meant natural sleep.

14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go 
to him.”

How I Became a Disciple

word POWER
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We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight

I remember the words so well as Bishop Joel McDavid asked those of us who stood in the chancel area of First 
United Methodist Church in Albany, Georgia, “Will you go where sent?”

Of course I said, “Yes,” just like every candidate for ordination as an elder has done for many years before 
me. In the ensuing years I began to understand the consequences of my answer to that question. Prior to my 
ordination, I was projected to be the new pastor of the Palen/Mt. Zion Charge in Savannah. I accepted the 
new assignment, but the weekend of my ordination I decided to do something I was not supposed to do. Back 
in those days we were not allowed to visit the areas we were projected to go to. However, one night after my 
ordination I drove 50 miles to Savannah from Statesboro to check things out and discovered that Palen was 
in the heart of the inner city of Savannah and that Mt. Zion was about a mile away from Palen. My heart sank 
and I was so depressed. I wanted to call my district superintendent and give every reason I could think of why I 

Bishop’s Journal

16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

Jesus Comforts the Sisters of Lazarus
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles from 
Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you 
whatever you ask.”

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever 
lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”

28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 
29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place 
where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up 
and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.”

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and 
troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked.

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.

35 Jesus wept.

36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” 
he said.

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.”

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you al-
ways hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped 
with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

The Plot to Kill Jesus
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.
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needed to stay and be the pastor of the Statesboro Circuit. Contrary to popular opinion, I was not enamored with Savannah. I loved the 
Statesboro area in which I was serving. Statesboro was a small county seat town surrounded by even smaller towns that I had grown 
to love back then. I knew the people there and had fallen in love with them. They knew me and were supportive of the ministry God was 
leading us to develop in the four churches on that charge. Looking back now I realize the Holy Spirit spoke to me that night and calmed 
my fears and reminded me that the vow I affirmed just the day before was my word and that God would be with me. So I drove back to 
Statesboro with tears in my eyes and started packing. 

In the three years that I served Palen and Mt. Zion I discovered that the same Holy Spirit that was with me and in me in Statesboro was 
in and with me in Savannah. As I later reflected on those feelings that night, I realize that my real problem was not that Savannah was 
the wrong place but that I was comfortable in Statesboro and pretty much had learned the lay of the land, so to speak. What I was really 
wrestling with was my fear of the unknown. I wanted to walk by sight and not by faith. Well, maybe that is the real challenge we pastors 
and laity face when there is a change in appointments. Maybe, we are afraid to really trust God and walk by faith in new surroundings, 
with new pastors and with new people. Maybe we are so tied to “our way” of doing ministry that we are unable to rethink ministry and 
resist this call to do so. 

This fear is real. It is the same fear I believe the Sanhedrin Council faced as they watched Jesus ride into Jerusalem on that Palm Sun-
day. He represented a new way of being in relationship with God and they felt threaten by him. They felt that fear for some time now as 
his popularity increased and Jesus’ attractiveness really soared after He raised Lazarus from the dead. That was when fear led them to 
begin to plot to kill Him so they might protect themselves and their way of life and the religious order they had grown accustomed to. 

I realize that there are often some really valid reasons why we don’t want to move and valid reasons why we want to move but in the 
long run they too are all about trusting God. Those reasons can be the school my kids attend or will attend, the employment of my 
spouse or the fact that I am more at home in a rural, suburban or city setting. Perhaps it is that I have a preference for the Gulf Coast, 
North Mississippi, the Jackson Area or the Mississippi Delta. Possibly even a feeling that we need our pastor to stay and finished what 
God has begun here, or a myriad of other reasons. All of these things say, “I really want to control my life.” It is resistance to walking by 
faith. It is uncomfortable and yet maybe it is more true to life than we realize because we truly cannot control what tomorrow will bring. 
Maybe, just maybe God is trying to help us to really learn how to thrive in an unpredictable world. So I leave you with these words, old 
words but words that have brought comfort for centuries, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil for you (God) are with me.” 

Clergy moving day is Tuesday, June 17, 2014.

Bishop’s On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• April 6, 2014 (Sunday) 
Eupora First United Methodist Church welcomes all the Webster County Cluster to attend their 11:00 a.m. service. Bishop Swanson will 
be the guest speaker at this morning worship service and the celebrant for Holy Communion.

Trinity United Methodist Church in Marks is having a dedication service at 3:30 p.m. and Bishop Swanson will be preaching for the 
service.

• April 20, 2014 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will preach during the 9:30 a.m. worship service at Griffin United Methodist Church in Starkville, Mississippi.

Hilliard Appointed to Mississippi Conference Staff  
Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. is pleased to announce the appointment of Rev. Larry Hilliard, to director of ministe-
rial services for the Mississippi Annual Conference. Hilliard is the pastor of Poplar Springs Drive United Methodist 
Church in Meridian.

 “I am extremely humbled to have Bishop Swanson select me to serve on the cabinet. I look forward to joining in 
ministry with my sisters and brothers throughout the conference as we work toward the goal to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ. I covet everyone’s prayers and patience during this time of transition for our family,” said Hilliard.

He is married to Rev. Terry Lynn Hilliard. They have six children ranging from ages 10 to 31 and a 5-year-old 
grandson.

Hilliard has served as vice-chair of the Mississippi Conference Board of Ordained Ministry, chair of the Seashore 
and Meridian District Committee of Ordained Ministry (DCOM) and on the Residency in Ministry Council (RIM).

He received his M.Div. and Doctorate of Ministry from Memphis Theological Seminary.

Effective June 17, 2014, Hilliard will replace Rev. Jimmy Carr who serves as interim in the position. 

Connecting

Rev. Larry Hilliard
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Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare Largest  
Memphis Hospital System Offering Patient Portal
Methodist Le Bonheur Communications 

With the continued expansion of its secure online patient portal, Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare (MLH) becomes the largest Mem-
phis-based hospital healthcare system to provide patients an online portal so they can actively manage their healthcare, safely and 
securely online.

The portal, myMethodist is an online health management tool for patients that allow patients to access important health information at 
their convenience.  Through the MLH patient portal, patients can request appointments, pay their bill, view their electronic health record, 
request a prescription refill, review lab and test results, as well as communicate directly with their physician through the Health eShare 
Direct Project,  a secure email-like service.

MLH first went live with their electronic medical record in 2000. Using the 
same electronic medical record over a number of years allows patients 
to have access to historical information, which is particularly beneficial to 
patients with long-term medical conditions.  

“We’re focused on collaborating with our patients and their families to help 
them be more active participants in their care,” said Alastair MacGregor, 
MD, senior vice president and chief healthcare information officer for MLH. “myMethodist is a convenient way for patients to have se-
cure access to information at their convenience on their computer, tablet or smart phone.”

“Better communications with patients is a key component to delivering the highest-quality care,” said Michael Ugwueke, executive vice 
president and COO for MLH. “Patients and their families are growing more accustomed to doing things online. myMethodist just gives 
us another tool to engage patients in better coordinating their care and help them in managing their health.”

About Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare
Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare (MLH) is an integrated health care delivery system based in Memphis, Tenn.  Founded in 1918 by 
The United Methodist Church to help meet the growing needs for quality health care in the Mid-South, MLH has grown from one hospi-
tal into an eight-hospital system that also includes a home health agency, ambulatory surgery centers, outpatient facilities and physician 
practices serving the Memphis and Mid-South area.

Methodist was recently named the best hospital in Memphis by U.S. News and World Report, the #2 hospital in Tennessee, and #49 
nationally in nephrology.  Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare has consistently been named one of the Top 100 Integrated Healthcare 
Networks in the country.

The Memphis hospitals are licensed as one and with 1,765 licensed beds and about 60,000 inpatient admissions, Methodist is the third 
largest hospital in the country.  With 11,000 associates, Methodist is the second largest private employer in Memphis.  Methodist Le 
Bonheur’s major areas of focus are: cardiology, oncology, neurosciences, transplant, and pediatrics. For more information visit www.
methodisthealth.org.

New Rethink Church Website  
United Methodist Communications

Spiritual seekers can Rethink Church more easily through the newly redesigned website at RethinkChurch.org.

The new site leads visitors through the concept of rethinking church and helps them to find 
opportunities to get involved both virtually and in real life.

United Methodist Communications partnered with FiveStone to redesign the media-rich 
site that includes short stories, photo galleries and videos that demonstrate what it means 
to Rethink Church through the lens of eight focus areas. These focus areas are basic 
needs, creation care, education, humanitarian relief, malaria, spirituality, vocation and 
workers’ rights.

Tied strongly to the United Methodist tagline “Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors,” the new site also shows how the people of The 
United Methodist Church are active, offer hope and are a tangible presence of Christ in the world.

For more information, and to explore the site, go to RethinkChurch.org.

About Rethink Church
Rethink Church, the next evolution of The United Methodist Church’s “Open hearts” welcoming and advertising campaign, highlights the 
many opportunities available within United Methodist churches to engage with the world-from literacy programs to feeding the poor. At 
RethinkChurch.org, visitors may interact, learn more about the church and search for involvement opportunities.
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Mt. Salem UMC PEARL Girls Reaching Out 
By Betty G. Spencer, Mt. Salem UMC in Terry, Mississippi    

Bingo!  I’m a winner!  A winning attitude was shared by both the resi-
dents of Chadwick Nursing Home in Jackson and the members of the 
PEARL Girls Ministry of Mt. Salem UMC in Terry.  Scheduled visits to 
Chadwick are just one of the community outreach activities enjoyed by 
this group of mentees and mentors. 

The PEARL Girls Ministry, birthed in mid-2013, with a focus on 
strengthening young ladies so that they can be all that God has called 
them to be, embraces 1 Timothy 4:12 as a theme scripture. 

Mt. Salem’s first lady, Betty Spencer, whose vision led to the formation 
of the ministry said, “Our heart’s desire is to love, mentor and teach 
these young ladies so that they will be able to joyfully live out the 
principles of Purity in motives and actions, showing Enthusiasm as 
they make themselves Available to be used by God, knowing that He 
died so that we can all live a Righteous life and share His Love with 
everyone.” 

The PEARL Girls Ministry at Mt. Salem also recently prepared and 
served supper to a women’s unit at the Mississippi State Hospital at Whitfield.  Although Mt. Salem UMC is home, the PEARL Girls 
reach out to the surrounding area to involve any girls and young ladies ages seven to 20 who wish to participate. 

Ministry members, usually clad in signature pink t-shirts, pearl bracelets and jeans, also engage in studying of the Word, fun activities 
and community outreach.

Photo right: Mt. Salem UM Church (Terry) PEARL Girls Ministry members gather for outreach at Chadwick Nursing Home.

Preparing for a Safe Easter Holiday           
Mississippi Conference Consultant, Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services

With larger attendance numbers and numerous activities being hosted by the 
church, it is important to review your safety and risk management procedures for a 
safe Easter holiday. Consider the suggestions and tips below for keeping members, 
visitors and staff safe.  

Increased Attendance
There are many factors to consider when preparing for larger crowds at your church. 
While you may already have safety and risk management procedures in place, when 
reviewing those actions and getting ready for Easter, think about the following ideas 
found in this document – to download: http://msumc.s3.amazonaws.com/6DD91
028105B4185BD6455ADF5BFD8D0_Protecting%20Our%20Churches%20Eas-
ter%20Holiday.pdf.

Administry

Faith Communities

United Methodists Ready to Assist after Mudslide  
United Methodist Communications

United Methodist Early Response Teams stand ready to assist after the deadly mud-
slide in Washington  State, but coordinator Jim Truitt doesn’t expect a call soon, due 
to the extensive debris and damaged roads. To read the story, visit http://www.umc.
org/news-and-media/united-methodists-ready-to-assist-after-mudslide.

Photo right: The March 22 landslide near Oso in Washington State left at least 14 
dead and more than 170 missing. Photo by Washington State Patrol

Flickr
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Mission to Restore Lives 
By Cynthia Laird, Senatobia District Communications Coordinator 

“Jesus Loves the Children” was the theme as Senatobia District United Meth-
odist Women met for the Day Apart at Hinds Chapel UMC on March 29, 2014. 
Mike Duggar, CEO and president of the Methodist Children’s Homes in Jack-
son, Mississippi, shared good news of what is being done, and extended the 
call for dedicated Christians to be God’s faithful servants in a God-sized vi-
sion for what can be accomplished through the Methodist Children’s Homes.

Duggar came to Mississippi from the Methodist Children’s Home in Macon, 
Georgia. He has a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from the University of 
Tennessee, a master’s degree in community psychology from Pennsylvania 
State University and over 20 years of experience working with traumatized 
and abused children in Tennessee, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Georgia and 
Mississippi. When Duggar began serving the Methodist Children’s Homes 
seven months ago, the home was serving 31 children. The Lord has greatly 
blessed the work, and the home is now serving approximately 65 children. 
Duggar’s vision is to make the Methodist Children’s Homes the most effective and best known for changing how Mississippi cares for 
traumatized children and troubled families.

Duggar read from Nehemiah: chapter 1 in which Nehemiah learned of the affliction of the Jews that remained in Jerusalem, and of the 
city wall that was broken down and in ruins. Nehemiah prayed to the Lord, and yielded himself to the will of the Lord to serve as an 
instrument of restoration. Just like the wall of Jerusalem, these children are broken and their lives are in ruins. Duggar called on the 
group to search their hearts and pray so that someone might find in this work God’s purpose for our lives. As Duggar said, “we first feel 
the pressure” weighing on our hearts. Next, “we confess our sins and pray.” Then, “when the Lord lays a burden on our hearts and we 
submit to Him, we know His purpose for our lives.”

The East Jackson District has responded and is making a difference in the lives of these children. If someone in each district embraces 
this purpose then the Methodist Children’s Homes, which serves children from all parts of the state, can fulfill the mission of restoring 
even more lives.

Everyone can make a difference by praying, by funding and by volunteering in this great work. To learn more about how individuals, 
churches, mission groups or districts can better serve the Lord in this ministry of love, please attend the Day of Hope on the Method-
ist Children’s Homes campus located at 805 N. Flag Chapel Road, in Jackson on Saturday, April 12 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. To 
make a reservation, contact Kate Williams by phone at 601-853-5000, ext. 1222, or by email to: Kwilliams@mchms.org. You may also 
learn more about this vital ministry on the website: www.mchms.org.

Photo right: Cheryl Denley, Edna Cave, Bernice Sykes, Chelsey Duggar and Mike Duggar 

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares. 

Mississippi’s Youngest State Rep. Encourages UMC Youth   
Representative Jeramey Anderson captivated the youth of Delisle Mount Zion 
United Methodist Church and the surrounding community on Saturday, March 
15, 2014. Representative Anderson is the youngest elected state representative 
and a Moss Point High School graduate. He is the founder of two active non-
profit groups in Moss Point-the Purple Knights of America, a mentoring program 
for boys ages 11-18 and Real South United, a soccer program. He holds an 
associate degree in criminal justice and is currently studying homeland security 
and public relations at Tulane University in Biloxi.

As the Mississippi House’s youngest member, Anderson was sworn in on his 
22nd birthday. He spoke to the youth about how their education will have a 
huge impact on their future success in life. Anderson encouraged the young 
people attending to take advantage of the summer Senate page and internship 
programs as great ways for students to learn about the legislative process and 
serve the people of Mississippi. Delisle Mount Zion UMC and the Oasis Freedom School hosted this event jointly.

This event was the first of future speaking events to inform and encourage youth toward futures as faith-filled, productive citizens. 

Photo right: L to R Cameron Dedeaux, and cousins Shaniece and Layla Maston pose with Mississippi’s youngest legislator, Rep. 
Jeramey Anderson.
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You Choose Your Child’s Religion 
From Minsitry Matters
Religion provides a connection not only with God but also with the hun-
dreds of human generations who have told the stories, sung the songs and 
practiced the rituals over millennia of human existence. A community which 
transcends time and space and exists for the purpose of intentional spiritual 
practice is unlike any other. To read more, visit http://www.ministrymat-
ters.com/all/article/entry/4849/you-choose-your-childs-religion.

Students

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Caregiver Educational Series at Christ UMC in Jackson
April 2-September 3, 2014
The Mississippi Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association will present a monthly six-part series on a variety of caregiver topics that will 
better prepare the family as a whole to become empowered, enlightened and uplifted as they move forward through their caregiver jour-
ney. Topics will include understanding community resources, how to manage family dynamics, spirituality, end of life issues, bereave-
ment, grief and tips on managing care and on how to cope. The gathering will take place on the first Wednesday of every month from 
April through September (April 2, May 7, June 4, July 2, August 6 and September 3) from 3:00 pm to 4:30 p.m. The series will 
convene in room 212 at Christ United Methodist Church located at 6000 Old Canton Road in Jackson, Mississippi.

Workshops will be presented by Carla Wilson, volunteer coordinator with Sta-Home; Ashley Parker, geriatric social worker and con-
sultant; Julie Orr, a licensed professional counselor with Southern Care and experts in long term care insurance, legal and financial 
matters.

Bishop Swanson to Speak During Easter Story Service at ASU 
April 6, 2014
Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will speak at the Historic Oakland Memorial Chapel of 
Alcorn State  University for the Wesley Foundation’s Easter story service, The Hope of 
Easter. The service will be Wednesday, April 16, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. There will be singing, 
a dramatic interpretation and Holy Communion.

A reception will follow the service at the ASU Wesley Foundation Building for fellowship 
and mingling.

Photo right: Left to right: Joel Jackson, Wesley student leader; Elder Vera Hall, Wesley director; Bishop Swanson; Ebony Eugene 
Jackson, Wesley student leader

Free webinar “New Children’s Ministers”
April 8
Tuesday, April 8 - 10:00 a.m. CT, Learn how to successfully recruit people to serve as well as provide tangible online, print and verbal 
tools for identifying and encouraging adults both to connect with children’s ministry programs and continue serving. To register, go to 
http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/webinars.

Free webinar “Teaching the Way of Jesus”
April 8
Tuesday, April 8 - 6:30 p.m. CT - What does it mean for us to educate “followers of Jesus” for faithful living in the world? A look at six 
key directions to focus our ministries in Christian education. To register, go to http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/webinars.
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Free webinar “Media: What’s Trending in Elementary School”
April 15
Tuesday, April 15 - Noon CT, a discussion of how to extend community to children through healthy media use. To register, go to http://
www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/webinars.

Holy Week Services in the Greater Belmont Area
April 16-18, 2014
Dennis, Tishomingo, Golden Chapel, Old Bethel and Belmont United Methodist Churches are excited to announce a joint Holy Week 
revival series. Beginning on Wednesday, April 16, Rev. Neville Vanderburg, pastor of Belmont UMC will preach at Dennis UMC at 7:00 
p.m. On Thursday, April 17, Rev. Tim Hankins, pastor of Dennis and Tishomingo UMCs will speak at Old Bethel UMC at 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, April 18, will wrap up the joint series with Rev. Nathan Hodum, pastor of Golden Chapel and Old Bethel UMCs preaching during 
the 6:00 p.m. service at Belmont UMC. Friday’s service will be followed by a potluck supper at 7:00 p.m.

The addresses for the churches are below:

• Dennis UMC: 4757 Hwy 25  |  Dennis, MS 38838
• Old Bethel UMC: 6 CR 10  |  Golden, MS 38847
• Belmont UMC: 400 Third St.  |  Belmont, MS 38827

For more information contact Rev. Neville Vanderburg at 622-454-7375 or brotherneville@belmonthumc.net.

DEADLINE EXTENDED for 2014 Annual Conference Awards
April 4-5, 2014
Have you submitted nominations for the following awards: Healthy Church Award, Denman Evangelism Awards or the Emma K. Elzy 
Award? It is not too late!  Some deadlines have been extended.  

The Healthy Church Award encourages Mississippi Conference churches to report their local church health programs and it inspires 
other Mississippi Conference United Methodist churches to adopt and implement healthy church activities. Applications must be 
postmarked by Friday, May 16, 2014.

The Harry Denman Evangelism Awards seeks to recognize one youth, one lay person and one clergy person from the conference each 
year who has a particular gift for evangelism. The deadline for nominations has been extended to Tuesday, May 6, 2014.

The Emma K. Elzy Award encourages reconciliation by honoring an individual, group or institution that has shown outstanding achieve-
ment in race relations in the state of Mississippi. The deadline for nominations has been extended to Tuesday, May 6, 2014.

For more details on forms and how to submit nominations click here  to be directed to the Mississippi Annual Conference website 
(www.mississippi-umc.org) where the information is posted.  

Explore United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio
April 23, 2014
All prospective ministry students are encouraged to visit on Wednesday, April 23, 2014 for an exciting day of touring United Theologi-
cal Seminary’s campus and meeting with staff, faculty and current students!

The day will include opening worship with President Wendy Deichmann, a panel on the United experience, getting started at United, a 
faculty panel and breakout sessions, a campus tour and closing worship.  

For more information about this free event, visit United’s website at www.united.edu and choose events, or contact Monique Tremaine 
at 937-529-2220. 

Rust College Mississippi Annual Conference Luncheon
June 6, 2014
Make plans to attend the Rust College Annual Conference Luncheon, Friday, June 6, 2014, beginning at noon in the Jackson Con-
vention Complex in Jackson, Mississippi. The tickets for the luncheon are $30 per person. 

Those who would like to register and purchase a ticket can visit the Rust College website - www.rustcollege.edu/annualconference-
luncheon.html.

The goal is to complete registration by April 30, 2014. For more information, call Rev. Annie Travis at 662-252-8094 (office) or 601-
506-7022 (cell). 
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Nexus: Youth Day at the Mississippi Annual Conference
June 7, 2014
Youth from across the Mississippi Conference are invited to a day of worship and fun at 
the 2014 Nexus  Youth Day at the Mississippi Annual Conference. Ohio Avenue will lead 
praise and Celia Whitler will be the speaker for this event. Registration is $20 until May 
30 and $25 after May 30. Youth will gather at the Jackson Convention Complex at 105 
E. Pascagoula Street in Jackson.

For more details, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1311 or contact 
the conference youth and family ministries coordinator, Mike Howington at 601-354-
0515.

2014 CONVO: Faith to Life
July 11-13, 2014
Don’t miss this opportunity to fellowship with youth from across the state! The 2014 
CONVO will take  place at the Seashore Assembly in Biloxi, Mississippi from Friday, 
July 11 until Sunday July 13. Early bird registration is $90 and must be paid in full 
to Seashore Assembly by June 23. Regular registration is $95 and must be paid in 
full by July 3. Anyone who registers after the July 3 deadline will pay $100.

For more information, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1312 or 
contact Lara Leigh Ward at 228-436-6767 or at seashoreassembly@gmail.com.           

Getting Ready for VBS
In the United States, it is time to start planning this summer’s vacation Bible school. Below are some program options.

• Workshop of Wonders: Imagine and Build with God (http://2014.cokesburyvbs.com/), offered by the United Methodist Publishing 
House’s Cokesbury division.
• Praise Break: Celebrating the Works of God (http://2014.abingdonpressvbs.com/), offered by the United Methodist Publishing 
House’s Abingdon Press
• Abundance Orchard and a mission supplement (http://www.endhunger.org/vbs.htm), offered by  the Society of St. Andrew, a 
United Methodist partner that promotes hunger ministries.

Holy Week Resources, Monday-Saturday, April 14-19
The United Methodist Board of Discipleship offers worship resources. These can be found at http://www.gbod.org/planning-calendar/
holy-week.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed to 
appear more than once in this newsletter. Read a description of job opening(s) listed below.

• Director of Connectional Ministries – Illinois Greater Rivers Conference
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the United Methodist Church is conducting a search for a Director of Connectional Ministries (DCM).  
This Disciplinary position is a full-time, salaried Conference Staff position.   The DCM supervises and collaborates with the Equipping and 
Connecting Team Coordinators and guides the annual conference’s leaders in the task of equipping present and future leaders to make dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.   For more information about the IGRC Connectional Ministries, visit www.igrc.org/
conn_min 
The successful candidate will have an understanding of oneself as a Christian disciple who is growing deeper in love of God and neighbor 
and will have the ability to articulate and live out one’s faith and growth.   Candidate must possess leadership and other executive administra-
tive skills in addition to collaborative and team building skills.

A Master’s Degree is required.   A comprehensive knowledge of denominational and conference structures and programs is beneficial.

The complete job description can be found at: www.igrc.org/dcm_jobdescription 

Compensation includes salary, housing, health insurance, pension, travel expenses and credentialing/continuing education. 

Please send a letter of application, resume and three professional references to IGRCHumanResources@igrc.org or  Human Resource 

Employment 
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Administrator, United Methodist Center, PO Box 19207, Springfield, IL  62794-9207

Applications must be received by April 11, 2014.
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

• Director of Student Ministry – Houston, Texas
Clear Lake United Methodist Church (www.clearlakemethodist.org) in Houston, Texas, is seeking a full-time Director of Student Ministry to join 
their team.  Located near Johnson Space Center in a metropolitan area, Clear Lake is an active and friendly church who is Christ-centered 
and mission minded. The Director of Student Ministry will work with the Student Leadership Team and the staff to develop and grow a well-
balanced student ministry based on the church’s three-part strategy of Worship, Connect, and Serve.

The Director of Student Ministry will have the following primary responsibilities:

• Provide leadership in all student ministry programming and supervise student ministry staff.
• Develop relationships with students from 6th to 12th grade, their families, and volunteers.
• Equip by recruiting and training parents and volunteers; and, by seeking personal growth opportunities.
• Ensure that student ministry records and facilities are well kept and tended.
• Nurture students and families throughout life events.

Qualified candidates will have:

• A personal commitment to Christ
• Joy in teaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ
• Experience in a student ministry, preferably a large church setting, and in planning events with a strength in delegation
• Excellent written, verbal, and interpersonal communication skills
• Skilled with technology

Interested candidates should send a cover letter and resume to Jenny Sanders at Jenny@clearlakemethodist.org.

Trout Amandine  
Fresh trout fillets
2 sticks butter
Salt & pepper
2 cups of flour
½ cup lemon juice
½ cup sliced almonds
Tony Chachere’s seasoning
Half & half
Parsley

Add salt, pepper and Tony Chachere’s seasoning to flour and mix. Sprinkle salt, pepper and Tony Chachere’s seasoning on trout. Soak 
trout in half & half for three to five minutes. Remove and dip trout into flour mixture. Sauté fish in 1 stick butter in heavy skillet, until 
browned on each side. Remove fish from skillet and place on serving platter. Sauté almonds and lemon juice in the remaining butter. 
Pour over fillets. Garnish with lemon slices and parsley.
Note: If cooking more than one skillet of fish, add more butter as needed.

— Kay Lynn Beemon, “Loaves and Fishes” from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Methodist Tested Recipes

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
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Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


